
 

 

 

                                  Upcoming Volunteer Orientation Sessions 

All volunteer orientation sessions will be held via Zoom. To register, please 

call 812.372.9421 and ask for Kathy Thompson, Volunteer Coordinator. 

 

Monday, January 11th—1:30 PM   Monday, February 8th—1:30 PM 

Monday, January 25th—1:30 PM   Monday, February 22nd—1:30 PM  

Note From The Executive Director 

  I learned a long time ago that you can look at something in two 

completely different ways—take 2020 for instance. A person can focus on 

all of the difficulties of the year, but I want to look at some of the blessings 

that came from this year! 

 I am so thankful for the many dedicated volunteers who continued 

to serve others selflessly through this pandemic. None of what we do could 

be done without you! I am also thankful for the financial support which al-

lows us to meet the needs we do—thanks to all who so generously support 

us! Lastly, I am thankful for the new programs which came out of 2020—for 

a recap of these services, please see page 3. 

 I hope you had a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look 

forward to the blessings of 2021! 

     Kelly Daugherty 
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Brighter Days 

Homeless Shelter 

421 S Mapleton Street 

Columbus, IN 47201 

812.344.4512 

 

Page 1—Serving 

Christ’s Love in Action  

 
Love Chapel  

Love Chapel Volunteer Newsletter 

Ecumenical Assembly of Bartholomew County Churches, Inc.— January, 2021 

December and Year of 2020 – Clients Served 
    Dec Year 

        
Number of Households at Food Pantry  748 10,930 
Number of Individuals at Food Pantry 2,944 42,295 
Total Number Served at Brighter Days  34 256 
Average Daily Number at Brighter Days 7 15 
Number Receiving Financial Assistance  39 476 
Dollars Committed to Financial Assist.    $50,654 $173,686 
Dollars Committed to Direct Assist.           $9,898 $108,310 
VIM Care     $500 $6,000 
Average Number of Monthly Volunteers 128 121 
Hot Meals Served on Tuesdays/Weds  330 3,612

 Pounds of Food Distributed (lbs.) 107,118 lbs.  1,138,347 lbs. 
 



  
 
  
 

 

  Trusted Mentor 

 Love Chapel is excited to announce it is the new home for the Trusted Mentor 

Program for Bartholomew County. Love Chapel has long been in the business of reach-

ing out to those in need and providing financial assistance, food, or shelter for those 

who are homeless. We have many needs in our community and Love Chapel has 

worked hard to meet those needs.  We meet people where they are and provide a 

helping hand. There is a better way, though, of helping others. Many a person has 

quoted the old saying that it is great to give a person a fish, but if you teach them to 

fish, you not only meet their need, but also improve their ability to provide for them-

selves in the future. 

 Love Chapel will become the home for the local Trusted Mentor program, a 

program that teaches others to fish.  to provide a mechanism to bring about real-world 

change in people’s lives by developing a local chapter of the Trusted Mentor Program. 

This program will recruit and train volunteers to become mentors, match those men-

tors with individuals who are trying to make changes in their lives and allow them to 

mentor them through life’s ups and downs. Generally, this program will be aimed at 

individuals who have gone through a low in life, such as incarceration, homelessness, 

bankruptcy, or a myriad of other ordeals. Mentees would also have decided that they 

want to make a change for themselves. Often this comes from programs like Changing 

Lives Forever, run by St. Bartholomew’s St Vincent DePaul chapter, a REC program 

through the local jail, or a number of other programs offered locally. Trusted Mentor 

would take graduates of these programs and provide mentors to them to help them 

navigate and maneuver through the first year or so of these changes. 

 Trusted Mentors uses the power of mentoring to help adults establish stable 

lives by reducing the chaos brought about by poverty, homelessness, under-

employment, and the effects of incarceration. These person-to-person mentoring rela-

tionships will also improve lives by developing life skills and positive social networks 

that empower people to: 

Remain housed 

Make a positive contribution to the local community 

Remain or become employed 

Advance their education 

Stay out of jail 

Improve parenting skills 

 Mobile Pantry 

2021 Schedule 

March 23rd—St. Paul Lutheran 

April 27th—Ogilville Christian 

Church 

May 25th—Elizabethtown 

Methodist Church 

June 22nd—Hope Moravian 

Church 

July 27th—New Hope Christian 

Church 

August 24th—Flintwood 

Wesleyan Church 

September 28th—Garden City 

Church of Christ 

October 26th—German Township 

Fire Department 
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All hot meal sites are still 

operational. For an up to 

date listing, please see our 

website. All sites in opera-

tion are grab and go meals, 

meaning the meals are pre-

boxed and then passed out 

to those in need who can 

take them home to eat. 



 
 

 

Brighter Days, our homeless 

shelter, continues to success-

fully operate. The shelter now 

operates on a 60 day program 

with the emphasis being on 

helping our residents secure 

permanent housing. We have 

case managers on duty each 

evening who develop plans 

with our clients to work 

 2021 Update 

 

As we move into this new year of 2021, I am so excited about all of 

the new possibilities we have to serve others and meet needs within 

our community. In this edition, we talk about the new Trusted 

Mentor Program, the new Mobile Pantry schedule, and the new 

Care Packages to our school children. All of these are new and dif-

ferent ways to meet the needs of folks in our community. 

 

In addition to these new ways of serving, we still have many “old 

ways” to serve as well. Sign ups for the 2021 Hot Meal schedule 

are in progress, we continue to serve others at the food pantry, we 

continue to be open at our shelter for those in need of emergency 

housing, and we continue to provide financial assistance to those 

who seek out our help. 

 

Maybe you are looking for a new start to your year as well. I can’t 

think of a better way to start out a new year than by volunteering to 

help others. Volunteering is a sure way to give back to those in 

need, and with all of our programs, we desperately need volun-

teers. 

 

It is easy to volunteer. We offer Zoom orientation sessions on the 

second and fourth Mondays. These sessions last an hour; we have 

two simple forms to fill out and you are ready to get started. We 

have opportunities in all of the above named areas, and part of the 

orientation session is to learn more about these volunteer oppen-

ings. For more information, please contact Kathy by calling 

812.372.9421 or emailing her at this address:  

volunteer@columbuslovechapel.com  

towards this goal. The 

program has been 

tremendously successful. In 

2020, over 50 people have 

achieved permanent 

housing.  

Because of the pandemic, 

capacity at the shelter has 

been reduced to  allow 

guests physical distancing. 

Our current occupancy limit 

is 25 beds. Guests wear 

masks while in the shelter 

and many measures have 

been implemented, such as 

intake for one person at a 

time, no use of the common 

areas, and breakfast to go! 
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 What  Is the Love Chapel Foundation? 

A faith-based foundation dedicated to ensuring Love 
Chapel continues to provide help for those in need – 

both now and into the future 
 
 

  •Foundation funds are managed for long-term sustainability of 

the organization, focusing on the ability to help for future genera-

tions. 

•Foundation resources are used in support of Love Chapel; by en-

abling the launch of new services or to expand the capacity of ex-

isting services.  

•The Love Chapel Foundation helps to ensure the sustainability of 

Love Chapel’s  outreach ministry. 
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    Love Chapel School Care Packages 
 
In November, Love Chapel began delivering food to our local ele-
mentary schools to be sent home with students who sometimes 
are in need of nutrition over weekends. Love Chapel orders food 
for each individual package and delivers those packages to the 
school system on Thursday for the schools to distribute on Friday.  
 
A typical care package has a combination of ready to eat foods, 
nutrition bars and fruit. Peanut butter and crackers, Cliff bars, 
fresh and canned fruits as well as ready to proteins are provided! 
 
We have averaged around 475 packages a week. If you would be 
interested in helping to package or deliver boxes, please contact 
Kathy at 812.372.9421! 


